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Research reveals concussion is a growing  
concern for education sector 

 
Research¹ by specialist insurer, Ecclesiastical, has revealed that more than a third of 
educational establishments are concerned about the risks associated with students playing 
contact sports.  
 
When asked how worried they were about a series of emerging risks, 34% of the schools, universities 
and other education establishments polled by the specialist insurer said they were concerned about 
the risks involved with playing sports such as rugby.  
 
Angus Roy, education director at Ecclesiastical, said: “There has been a number of high profile 
concussion cases in the media in recent years, with calls in some quarters for schools to only allow 
pupils to play non-contact versions of sports such as rugby. So it’s not surprising that this is an area of 
concern for schools.  
 
“As a specialist education insurer, we provide schools and our other education customers with advice 
and guidance on the best ways to manage concussion risks. Although rugby in schools has been the 
topic hitting the headlines, it’s important for schools to consider this risk more broadly.  
 
“After all, concussion can result from a wide range of sports, including boxing and hockey, but also in 
other school activities, particularly where there is a risk of young people falling from height or onto 
hard surfaces.” 
 
Ecclesiastical has an information sheet on managing the concussion risks associated with playing 
contact sport in schools. You can see it here. 
 
**Ends*** 
 
Notes 
 

1. This research was conducted by FWD research on behalf of Ecclesiastical Insurance. 121 education establishments 
were contacted and interviewed by telephone between November and December 2016. The survey included 
Independent Schools, State Foundation VA Schools, Academies, Free Schools, Further Education, Universities, 
Business Schools and Nurseries. In each case the person responsible for arranging insurance was interviewed. 
Participants were asked to give their views on a wide range of risks associated with the education sector. 
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Ann-marie Russell, External Communications Manager 
T: 01452 873231/07766 558663 
E: ann-marie.russell@ecclesiastical.com    
 
Notes to editors 

 
1. Owned by a registered charity, Allchurches Trust, Ecclesiastical is a unique financial 
services organisation. With its main operations and headquarters in the UK, Ecclesiastical 
also operates in Australia, Canada and Ireland. 

 
2. Ecclesiastical is a specialist insurer of the faith, heritage, fine art, charities, education and 
private client sectors.  

 
3. Founded in 1887 to provide insurance for the Anglican Church, the company now offers a 
wide range of commercial insurances, as well as home insurance, selling through brokers and 
directly.  

 
4. The Ecclesiastical Group also includes award-winning investment management business, 
EdenTree Investment Management, which provides a range of ethically screened investment 
funds. 

 
5. Ecclesiastical is one of the UK’s top five corporate donors to charity in the 2016-17 UK 
Guide to Company Giving. Other 2016 awards include Better Society Awards, Insurer of the 
Year and Post Magazine, Claims Awards, Customer Care winner. 
 
6. In 2014, Ecclesiastical Insurance Group launched its vision to donate £50million to charity 
in a three-year period.  In March 2016, the Group announced that it had reached its target 
almost a year ahead of schedule and that figure at the end of 2016 stood at £67m. 
 
7. Many businesses say they are different. Ecclesiastical really is. Find out why at 
www.ecclesiastical.com/ourstory 
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